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UNITED STAT.45 OF AMERICA VS TAXANOSDKE GUNJI 



. ftt-taohed record of trial of Takaneeuk# Gunji, at Yokohama, Japan 

1 November 194o, by a Military Soaadeeion appointed by paragraph 1, Special 
J™ * So. 26S, Headquarters Eighth A my. United States Amy, dated 22 October 
1946, having bean referred to the Staff Judge Advocate, this review is submit- 
ted to the Commanding General* 


P-ftcaonai. U»taJjpnoondng. Acouaed 

KAIffii Tftkanoerak# Gunjl 

4 ®lt YVrantyaight ( 28 ) 

RESIDENCE* Ofuna, Japan 

MARITAL ST TUS * Not shown 

RELATIVES* lather 

EDUCATION: loft' eohool at age of 14* 

VOCATION* liner 

MILITARY GAKSi-.UtAmy free) January 1939* 


2* %nopti* of Charges, Pleas, Findings, Legal Sufficiency and Sentence* 


Stoma jfcasj ^aglOaiUttai - Um 

Charge* About 31 ^ecomber 1944, kG 

at lokkalohl PO?. Camp, also known 
aa "agog* -*'5, Ocakr Area, Honshu, 

Japan, iakanoeuke Oitnji, then Ser¬ 
geant in the Agged Force# of Japan, 
a nation at war with the United 
State# of Verier* and its Allies, 
did violate the Laws -nri ^uetoas of 
War. 

Sp li About 31 December 1944, the ? ; G 

aoeueed did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat Pfe R* L, Rogers, an American 
P», by beating td& and forcing him to 
stand exposed to cold weather while 
at tipped to the waist. 

Sp 2* About 31 December 1944, the KG 

accused did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat Gel Guy H, Stubba (then It, 

G©1.) an American p.. by beating and 
striking him with the buckle eed of 
a belt. 


&Etoisa 

o 


•Legally 

Sustained 


i08 


G Yeo 


G Yes 


Sentence Imposed* To be confined at hard labor for a period of these (3) earn. 
Maximum legal Puniahrant* Death. 
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I 


& * j-Or the Prosecution ! 

T j.t The accuse was a Japanese sergeant major 

tL ’ fft 80 c? r °r k of whioh ContalRed American prisoners held by 

r ~, V ', ! ! 31 Locejcb « r 19U, the senior American Prisoner of ar 

by the name ol uclonel -tubbs was informed that American Pilaoner of W Forers 
- n some d.fficulty at the place of the "work formation" (R. 9, 1 $, 22 ). 
Colonel Stuvfcs went out and found Rogers, who was in poor health, standing at 
at.tent 5m, .stripped to the waist in a bitter cold wind, crying (li, 9 , 20 ), ,\ c - 

*"?*«• * Up ? n * ^ erP ln fche **** iK ^ W>* ^ etepped immediJuii and 

?.-sl,:ed jvey. Rogers esplained that he was caught wearing a blanket around hie 
middle to keep warm, which was customary. After the work party had left, Colonel 
j .u ,bs learned from accused through an interpreter that Rogers was involved in 
steeling firewood (k. 9, 10). 

-i£—tiL:.P c ''h r.n . : American Prisoner of S«j* colonel &t pv>. 4 
through an Interpreter told accused in the office, following the incident des¬ 
cribed under Specifics-ion 1 , that he did not «»<•••■» that Prisoner of War Roger:? 
hsc -been stealinr firewood, Accused asked hi? if ho thought the firewood in 
the camp wan bein'■ distributed evenly, 4ccue =d had charge of the distributIm. 
Colonel at*-*.a ro].'..ieu that it had n>t l«*en in the rest,'but it would be in the 
future vk.iOj. The 1 nterpreter was one who invariably translated anytrung said 
by ar^Aaericar* in the most impolite way possible (ft. 9). Accused Jumped to'his 
feet In .1 fury, y mkod off hi* holt ana over 3 ceric.) of sew re 1 minute.:- beat 
voloml Stubbs 20 to 30 times or more with the buckle and (rt. 10, 11, 23, Kxs. 

1, 3, ki- ho swung s* hard at ho could,• atrt’d both ways (a. 11). a friendly 
interpreter stopped between accused and -olcnel Stubbs which stopped the tenting 
(R, 24;. volonei -tu bs’ entire face, ria'*, tuck cf hoc, and cars were bleed¬ 
ing. his eves were blackened ta the rclnt that he wae able that «venl> g to get 
' ,ne ®ye r®h oniy a crack , srei the- intern-?! 1 bleeding around the f$c« was such 
that he continue© .0 h>s»e dark bleed blister* for appro lmatoly two or t hree 
contha. Th&r© abrasions, cuts to? 1 ...j free, cars end over hi a wyoff, and 
slight chunks out of each ear (P.11, 25, !•*-. 1, 2, 3, k >, Vhe neat' any the 

accused sent tin nturproter to epclcg:: ?.e for the beat.1i.? Ik, ], y\) t 

b. for the Ic ier -set 

iho accuse.) was sworn unc t sti.fi.ed th-t c*, & sergeant euo or 
3t J rinoswr oi Lamp mgoya bo, *> *ro« Reptemfcor 10, 1944 to Jamjar/ 25, .945 
’ K » 27;. .to ctat’iU that ha saw Private Sogers steal ("ire wood (t, 3y)» He 
denied sir. pin,: c, > re ' . 3', .37), bat tt.dr.Hted stri^i-ff hiu' with a b It four 
or five times on the face and body (.9, y$,. it is the type of belt wort, over 
the coat (u. 36). lie deniec. ccusirg Rogers tc remove any of M* cloth!m 5b. 36). 
H ® testified U>& r, th© i/ to>rnr -t?r mHec Colon*t '?tubb 8 «« etatine th- t the die- 
tributicr: cf the !i rt-ivcoc ly the accoe-io v--s unfair .(K. 30. ise i®It ,i. edited 
ana he cocf:m« •?- ; i-v '27, 3 f • ^ eonrlrered tn t he had good reason to strike 

-clonal o&ubbs ( t. 31, 37), It was accordry to fcn@ cuatnma of tbs t.a,*an®80 Am.y 
as a "rethod ’tillved for t *-osa who did wroom" (/'. 31/, H© beat bclonai .'Hub s 
with the a»>d of biwj 1 =»ilt w* ioh Ci.c : :.ct hnve tha hwcklo. Then) werw throe uiows 
(R« 34). bis rh sicai coridibion ranained ncnwO (k. JL). There wa* A M'lr:r- 
ament on his fac- > . . 


**ura hi;;/ t»» tifie-j th-t sho. is the mother of t (iw Accused. a a 

stated-th».b the accused is Tonest and -dm, ard ns & hsiv worki. g eo on the 
fans. 

4. Opinio.' i 

Th® record Is %■. ffl ciont legclJ. cast si »> the? fit d‘r.,-3 ol the -oaml s- 
sliM) and the ser>.ence ii poa d. •olc/.el Stub's t- etified in parson concernin the 
trootiBient afforded botl. to»«r8 end himself, 4.'c<r Thorpscn tcatifia*. concern; i 

the beer.it s Of -olortel fttbl t>. i res c^hibi'.: -wnrort the evidence ol' ids •• eatit^ 
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(ibc 1, 3# 4). The accused himself admits both cruelties, but consid rs he was 
justified wider the elreumstences. Cohonel Stubbs while on the litness stand 
Bade sgm kind remarks concerning the accused ~ how congenial he was, that on 
the whole he was a pretty good sergeant a*aJor and that he held vexy little re~ 
sentsent against the accused considering the circumstances (R. U, 15, 16, 17). 
Tide was doubtlssly considered by the Commission, as well aa the year spent in 
Sugsao Prison by the accused, preceding the trial, in fixing the sentence for the 
two be?tings. 

Tbs Commission was constituted by proper authority and had jurisdiction 

over the accused and the off wises charged. 

5 * 

No request for elseeney has been submitted on behalf of the ©ecused. 

The defense has sowed for a modification of t he sentence on the grounds 
that three years confinement is excessive for the crimes committed, and that the 
punishment imposed should not be greater t han that imposed uid or the law of the 
occupying power or under the law of the country of the accused. 

It is considered that the two beatings administered by the accused war¬ 
rant a heavier penalty than was fixed by the Commission and it is recommended 
that this motion be denied, 

The Commission sentenced the accused to confinement at hard labor for 
three years. H is not considered that this sentence is adequate, but never¬ 
theless should be approwed and it Is so recommended. 

The sentence is legal and is supported by the evidence. Sugamo Prison, 
Tokyo, Japan, is the appropriate place of confinement. 

6. M&&S1 

A form of action designed to carry this recommendation Into effect is 
attached hereto. 


I Concur: 


A/ CYRIL.0* fait 

Lt Colonel, CAC 
Assistant Staff 


Judge Advocate 



U Colonel, JAGS) 
limy Judge Advocate 
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